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rush with death brings new life

BY AMY PELSINSKY

Bill Taylor remembers standing
at the edge of the universe with the
stars and galaxies twinkling before
him. He says he felt a divine pres-
ence, and was surrounded by a
powerful love that held the very
fabric of the universe together.

He also recalls lying in a hospi-
tal bed, nurses and doctors rushing
into the room, poised with electri-
cal panels to get his heart going
again.

Later. his doctor told him that the
hospital called a Code Blue on him
three times, the call for assistance
when there is no response from the
the patient due to cardiac arrest, and
that for 10 seconds he flat-
lined—meaning  his brain  had
ceased activity, an indication of
death.

He had gone into the hospital the
day before his 37th birthday back in
1979 with a heart blockage caused
by a virus that was attacking a nerve
bundle in his ticker, putting him on
precarious mortal grounds.

So close that he claims he saw
the other side. Felt the uncondition-
al love. Saw the universe unfolding
before him. He had a near-death
experience.

He had never been a philosopher,

a religious guru or a new age jun-
kie. The Clarksville resident was
just your average computer analyst.
Today. he has revelations about the
interconnectedness of the universe
and sees life in a very different
light.

“I"d be walking the dog and I'd
say to my wife. ‘I know what it’s
all about and it’s all very simple.™™”
he says. “Everything happening
here is supposed to happen and it's
OK.™"

When Taylor passed to the other
side, he says all his questions were
answered. “When you die, you
don’tdie,”” he says. In Aramaic. the
language of Jesus Christ, the word
“death’™ means. “not here. some-
where else.” he explains.

Taylor knew that something
strange had happened to him. but he
wasn’t sure what at first. When he
tried to share his experience with
staff at the hospital. the doctors
were unaccepting: “Doctors don’t
want to talk about something they
can’t explain,”” Taylor says. And
the pastor at the time said no one
had come to him with a similar
experience. The nurses had heard
stories, but there was no group set
up to talk about it.

Soon he found that family and
friends didn’t understand either,

E
mumbling about the effects of
anaesthesia. Hz had never heard
other near-death stories. until one
day his then-wife showed him a
book about ne:fdeath experiences
that related sim.lar descriptions and
revelations as tis.

Three years ago. Taylor discov-
ered the Interrational Association
for Near-Deatt Studies (IANDS),
an organization founded in 1981 to
promote scholerly investigation of
near-death experiences and provide
accurate inforn:ation to the public.
The organization has close to 40
support groups hroughout the Unit-
ed States and Canada that attract

Gallup and near-death
research siudies
estimate some 13
million adults have had
a near-death experience
in the U.S. alone.

“everyone from

those who have
experienced them to hospice work-
ers to curiosity seekers.

The Gallup organization and
near-death research studies have
estimated that some 13 million
adults have had a near-death expe-
rience in the United States alone.

Near-death experiences differ
from person to person, but they all
generally involve feelings of leav-
ing the physical body. moving
through a tunnel or darkness. and
being in the presence of a sacred
being or deceased loved ones.
Those who claim to have had the
experience also usually encounter a
loving light or menacing darkness
and a review of their life, according
to the organization’s literature.

The writings of saints and relig-
ious mystics reveal similar experi-
ences, sometimes reached through
deep prayer or meditation.

Taylor attended a regional
IANDS meeting several years ago
and finally had a chance to talk to
other “‘experiencers’’ — the name
they call themselves — and is now
organizing a group in the Columbia
area.

He’s hoping it will help others
like himself who need someone to
with whom to share their experi-
ence. -
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“If you've been revived and been
someplace other than the hospital,
where do you go?"” Taylor asks.

It can also help people who have
lost a loved one. “Many people find
comfort in talking with people
who've had an experience,”” Taylor
explains. “It lets them know there’s
another side.””

Taylor only became comfortable
talking about his experience 2-1/2
years ago. close to 14 years after it
happened. Now he shares his story
with others, like a group of AIDS
patients recently, in hopes that news
from the beyond can ease the fears
of the dying.

Overall, the experience led Tay-
lor to explore earthly religion fur-
ther, he says. And that has made
him a kind of pain at his Methodist
church.

“If the pastor says something
that’s really not right about death,
'l talk to him about it,”” he laughs.
“Sermons may not be right on, but
it's OK.”

The next IANDS meeting will be
held Saturday, June 29 from 2 to
4:30 p.m. in the Howard County
Central Library Meeting Room.
The  video  “Conscious Living,
Conscious Dying"" will be shown.
Call Bill Taylor at 531-3330 for

more information.
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